
In 1866 Dolly married her third husband, Reverend 

William Parks, a prominent Methodist minister and 

charter member of the board of trustees of Emory  

College. In 1867 she moved to his home in Oxford. 

During this period and for many years in the future 

Burge was a tenant farming operation, with relatively 

small fields farmed by tenants who had a modest 

house on their property, and probably shared their 

crops as part of their rent.  Dolly remained active in 

managing the farm, but also relied on the help of  

freedpeople and their families, other employees,  

and possibly overseers,  Parks died in 1872, and three 

years later  Dolly returned to Burge, put the house 

back in order, and resumed some semblance of her  

former life as a widow.
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In 1861 Dolly noted in her diary that Fort Sumter 

had surrendered to the Carolinians, marking the 

beginning of the Civil War,   Throughout the war  

years Dolly recorded the difficulties in daily life 

from inflation, blockades, and shortages, as well  

as the conscription and loss of Newton County 

soldiers and the disruption of families affected.   

In August of 1864 the Battle of Atlanta commenced, 

and by November it was clear that a large force of 

Yankees accompanied by Major General W. T. Sherman 

himself was headed for Newton County.

Dolly’s entries in her diary at this time provide a 

graphic picture of the terror and destruction as  

the soldiers swept through Burge Plantation on  

November 19th, 1864, killing livestock, burning crops 

and out buildings, and taking whatever  they wanted.  

Despite the devastation of the Union March to the Sea, 

Burge recovered and made the transition to free labor 

relatively easily.   Many of the freed people who had 

been slaves at Burge remained or returned after the 

close of the Civil War.
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 “ Such a day if I live to the age of Methuselah may God spare me 
from ever seeing again – such were some of the scenes of this sad 
day & as night  drew its sable curtains around us, the heavens 
from every point  were lit  up with flames from burning buildings.”

The executors of Wiley Burge’s will in 1830-31 bought 

and sold land presumably to help settle the estate. 

In 1830 Thomas Burge purchased 327 acres from the 

estate for $817, including approximately 280 acres in 

land lots 155 and 156 that his father had owned.  In 

1835 and 1838 he acquired the land bordered by 142,  

Jeff Cook Road, Morehouse Road, Sewell Road, plus  

additional land across highway 142, forming the bulk 

of what is now Burge.   

In 1830 Thomas Burge married Mary Clark (1812-1848), 

and in the 1830s or 1840s Thomas built a house on the 

site of the current family home. 

Thomas and Mary Burge had five children: Rebecca, 

Wiley, Mary (died in infancy), Louisiana, and Eliza. 

Their farm, supported by the labors of 25-30 slaves, 

was one of the largest and most productive in Newton 

County. The Burges were active in the community,  

and Thomas served as a trustee of the Methodist 

Church in nearby Newborn.  In 1848 Mary Clark Burge 

died, leaving Thomas a widower with four children, 

aged 18, 13, 4, and 2, plus a 13-year-old nephew, Thomas,  

who came to live with them when his parents died.

In 1850 Thomas Burge married Dolly Sumner Lunt 

Lewis, a widowed schoolteacher living in Madison, 

Georgia.  Dolly kept a detailed diary from 1848 to 1879, 

which is the source of much information about Burge 

before, during, and after the Civil War.      

Burge prospered during the years 1850-1858, and Dolly 

expressed thanks for her “happy family circle” in her 

diary.  Life was full of neighborhood and 

church activities and the tasks associated 

with managing a large farm, raising crops for 

personal use and for markets, and caring for  

family and farm labor.  Dolly and Thomas, 

along with nine other families, founded Mt. 

Pleasant Methodist Church in the Brick Store 

community in 1851.  Thomas’s son Wiley attended 

Emory College.  In 1855 Dolly and Thomas welcomed 

a daughter, Sadai. 

On December 10, 1858 Thomas Burge died at the age of 52.  

He is buried in the Burge family cemetery near the “old 

house place,” next to his first wife Mary.  His will left Dolly 

his entire estate, both real and personal, leaving his other 

children only slave property. Two of Thomas’s children, 

Rebecca and Wiley, sued Dolly, contending that she had 

exerted undue influence on their father, but Dolly finally 

won the suit in 1873.  

After Thomas’s death, Dolly remained at Burge with her 

daughter Sadai and stepdaughters Louisiana and Eliza.  

Her life included friends, neighbors, family, and close 

church ties as it had before her husband’s death.  She kept 

careful track of farm activities, was astute and informed 

on farming practices, and participated in decisions 

concerning crops and land use.  
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