
The Burge Story –    
        Farming

Late 1900s

After Merritt and Ida Morehouse’s death in the early 1950s, no 

family member lived at Burge until 1970, when Merritt’s son 

Dutton and his wife Louise retired to Burge.  During these years 

Burge land was rented to long time employee Louis Davis, who 

continued to operate the dairy that Merritt had developed.      

Louis died in 1972, and the family again became involved in 

farming.  Sandy Morehouse and his father Dutton initiated 

a cow-calf operation at Burge and relied on local farmer and 

neighbor James Elliott for several years to handle day-to-day 

operations.  In 1977 Mort Ewing with assistant Charles Cook 

came on board to run the farm.  Mort and Sandy focused on 

growing good quality hay, wheat, and soybeans, as well as 

maintaining the cattle herd.

Georgia in the fall of 1977 experienced an extreme drought, 

creating strong demand for hay.  In response, Sandy and Mort 

entered the hay brokerage 

business, importing tractor trailer 

loads of hay from Wisconsin, 

out west, and elsewhere, and 

selling the hay in Georgia.  

They developed some local  

customers, including the stables 

at Westminster Schools, Barnum 

and Bailey Circus, the Atlanta Zoo, and the Atlanta  

Mounted Patrol.  Sandy’s trips to Wisconsin and  

Minnesota for Robinson-Humphrey often included a 

foray into the hinterlands to search for hay suppliers.  

The business thrived in 1977 and 1978, and in 1979 Mort 

and Sandy partnered in a new business, Alfalfa Product 

Sales, which was ultimately purchased by Mort when 

the hunt club got underway at Burge. 

Mid 1900s
Burge was again actively farmed by the family in the 1920s, 1930s and 1940s, when  

Merritt Josiah Morehouse, husband of Dolly’s granddaughter Ida Gray Morehouse, 

took over the Burge farm operation and tirelessly devoted himself to learning all he 

could about farming in order to make Burge successful and profitable.  While some 

tenants remained, improvements in 

equipment and technology required 

less manual labor.  Burge operations 

during this period as well as Merritt’s 

farming philosophy, practices, and 

achievements are described in a 1935 

article in the Covington News, shown 

in this room.  

Burge in 2007 launched an organic gardening operation with a large garden east  

of the main house.  Since then more gardens have been added as well as an organic 

orchard with a variety of fruit trees and berry bushes.  With the able management  

and marketing help of neighboring gardener Nicolas Donck, Burge sells some  

produce in the Atlanta market and is working to develop other means of distribution.   

Burge organic produce also enhances the fare prepared by the Burge kitchen for  

club members.  Thus far harvests have included tomatoes, potatoes, onions, broccoli,  

asparagus, squash, watermelon, cantaloupe, peppers, garlic, lettuces, beans, and corn.  

By 2011 the trees in the orchard should be mature enough to add fruit to the list.          
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