
The Burge Story - Slave Times,  
            a history of four sisters and their families

The Franklin Burge- Mitchell & 
Hannah Burge Family 

Franklin (b. 1819) and Hannah (1819--1864) had eleven 

children between 1839 and 1861.  Dolly writes in 1861 that 

     “ Frank & family have gone to Jane’s wedding.”

hinting that celebratory occasions were part of family life.  

Jane was their third child, born in 1842 and sold to Mr. Pace in 1856.  

Franklin (Frank) appears in Dolly’s diary in her description of the  

Yankee invasion of her home during Sherman’s March to the Sea:

      “ Poor Frank’s chest was broken open, his money & tobacco taken, he  

has always been a money making and saving boy.  Not infrequently 

had his crop brought him five hundred dollars and more.” 

In February of 1864 Dolly writes of  Hannah’s death:

     “ I was summoned early this Sabbath morning to go to Hannah 

who was dying. I sat by her several hours.  She is ready & willing 

to go.  She bade us all farewell and dropped asleep in Jesus at a  

few minutes after ten o clock.  Thus one after another of our family 

depart for the Kingdom.  Mr. Burge had the greatest confidence in 

Hannahs piety & I trust they have met ere this in the Spirit land.” 

Just over a year after Hannah’s death, Dolly recounts that 

     “Frank married Lydia yesterday.  I gave them a supper last night.”
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Lydia (c. 1823–c. 1916) was sister to Julia, Martha, and Hannah.   

She belonged to Richard Harwell in 1833 and later to Manson 

Glass.  Her first husband was William, and their children included 

Wiley Glass, Abe Glass, and Sidnie Glass Gunn, all of whom  

lived and worked at Burge after the Civil War and into the 1920s 

and 1930s.  Lydia and Frank left Burge at some time after their  

marriage but Lydia as a widow  returned to Burge where she  

remained until her death around 1915.  

The steadfast support of Lydia’s daughter Sidnie, Sidnie’s husband 

George Gunn, and Lydia’s sons Wiley, Abe, and Alex was key in 

sustaining Burge from the late 1800s until the 1920s.  All lived at 

Burge, and George managed the farm. The relationship between 

Sidnie Glass Gunn, former slave, and Ida Gray (Morehouse),  

Dolly Burge’s granddaughter, was no doubt colored by the legacy 

of slavery. Nevertheless, Sidnie maintained a lively and cordial 

correspondence with Ida, then living in Illinois,  in letters full  

of news of the farm and the neighborhood. 

Descendants of Lydia’s family attended the Burge reunion in 1997, 

including her great-granddaughter Maude Wyatt Boswell (1900– 

c. 2000) who lived and worked at Burge for many years in the mid 

1900s. During the 1997 Burge reunion, the Burge Historic Grave-

yard, for  many years called the Slave Graveyard, was rededicated 

with a ceremony conducted by Rev. Claude Grant of Union Grove 

Methodist Church.  A marker was erected as a memorial to the 

lives, labors, and contributions of these families and individuals. 

For some thirty years before emancipation, most of the men, women, 

and children who lived and labored as slaves at Burge were members 

of three families.  The matriarchs–Julia, Hannah, and Martha– 

were sisters.  A fourth sister, Lydia, married Hannah’s husband  

Frank after Hannah’s death.  These 30--35 enslaved people were  

young children, cousins, and parents as well as farm workers,  

drivers, and house servants.  Passages from Dolly Burge’s diary 

give a fleeting glimpse of the life and personalities of these families. 

The Elbert  &  
Julia Burge Family 
    

Elbert Leving-Glass-Burge (1806--after 1880) was purchased from  

Zach Glass by Thomas Burge in 1833.  His wife Julia Clark-Glass-Burge 

(1813--c. 1878) and their three oldest children, born between 1830 and 

1836, were purchased by Thomas Burge from the estate of Zach Glass 

after 1836. It is probable Elbert and Julia worked at Burge on a 

contract basis for a number of years before that.  They had nine 

more children, born at Burge between 1838 and 1856. After the war,  

Elbert and Julia moved to a nearby section of Newton County 

to live with freedman Henderson Glass and his wife Sophia.  

There is evidence that Elbert served as a trusted overseer for Thomas 

Burge.  The diary makes no mention of a white overseer during Thomas 

Burge’s life, nor is there any mention of a white male presence the day 

the Union Army ransacked Burge.  After Thomas tells Dolly in 1858 

that he feels his death is imminent, Dolly writes: 

     “ The next day (Thomas) took Elbert out over the farm and 

showed him what to do for he next year.”   

After emancipation, Dolly relied on Elbert as a spokesperson for  

the slave families and as an advisor to her.  Dolly records:  

“ I had a long conversation with 
my man Elbert  today about  
freedom & told him I was 
perfectly willing but  wanted  
direction. He says the Yankees 
told Maj Lees servants they 
were all free but  had better  
remain where they were until 
it  was settled as it  would 
be in a months time.”  

 

Julia’s folk wisdom is recorded by Dolly:  

     “ As the moon has changed Julia has gone to making soap again.  She is 

a strong believer in the moon & never undertakes to boil her soap on the 

wane of the moon. It won’t thicken Mistress see if it does.  She says too we 

must commence gardening this moon.”  

Rachel, daughter to Elbert and Julia, appears  

in Dolly’s diary when she describes a glad  

gathering of newly freed slaves shortly  

after emancipation.  Dolly writes:  

     “ Rachel my waiting maid has a candy 

pulling tonight.  I reckon 75 or 100 negroes 

are there…How happy how joyful are they 

spending the time dancing juba singing playing 

$c. &c.”

In 1867 Rachel married Dock Davis and had  

two children, Marion and Thomas.

Elbert and Julia’s great-great-granddaughter Mildred Diane 

Baynes, a passionate genealogist,  researched and gathered 

much of the data now available on the families of persons 

who were slaves and freedpeople at Burge, and contributed 

important information to the most recent publication of  

Dolly Burge’s diary.   Mildred participated in the Burge  

reunion in 1997. 
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The Lewis &  
Martha Burge Family 

Lewis (b. 1814) and Martha (b. 1819) 

had ten children born between 

1835 and 1852.  

In 2007, the descendants of 

Lewis and Martha Burge 

held their 77th Annual Burge 

Reunion in Atlanta, and Burge 

welcomed some 100 family 

members for a visit and tour.  

Organizer of the reunion was 

Antoinette Jordan McCann,  

the great-great-great 

granddaughter of Lewis 

and Martha Burge.  

Mildred Diane Baynes  


